
O
p

e
n

 A
c

c
e

ss W
a

te
rs      Sim

o
n

 C
ro

w

97

We�re heading south again this month 
as Crowy visits the little-known Bentley 
Fisheries, an idyllic little pond, perfect 
for small groups of anglers.

Bentley Fisheries
Essex 

Having covered a few lakes up north 
and in the Midlands over the last 
few months, I thought it was time to 

pay a visit to the hotbed of carp fishing that 
is Essex once again to see what else it has 
in the way of open access fishing. There are 
literally hundreds of carp fisheries in Essex, 
and I could probably write about its waters 
for many years to come, but not every one is 
perfect for this column. I like to cover from 
the easiest right the way through to the most 

difficult, aiming to make this feature  
as appealing to the serious carper as I can. 

In preparation I was straight on the phone 
to my old mate Scott Grant to get his views 
on a water called Bentley Fisheries, a small 
venue of only 3‰ acres which sounded 
perfect for small groups of anglers, and which 
I�d seen mentioned in Carp-Talk quite a few 
times. Luckily, Scott had been there a couple 
of years ago and knew all about it. He�d not 
been to the water since, but had heard 
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